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Events 
 

Thursday 18th March AGM followed by “A New Approach” 

Saturday 3rd April 
Beginners & Improver Beekeeping Course 

The Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel 

 

Apiary Meetings 
 

Members' meetings will start in April, and we intend these to be 
at the new apiary site.   
 

As preparations are still in hand, and arrangements, days and 
times may change, please look for full details in next month's 
newsletter, which will have the final timings and include 
directions.  
 

 It would also be a good idea to check the website regularly 
(www.wgbka.org.uk), as all the information will be posted there 
as soon as it is available. 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637   roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary     Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169  judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/CTPeach/Local%20Settings/Nov08/wgbkanews@cpeach.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 

 

Can all those who are on the swarm collecting list on the website please check details. If you wish to be 
removed please let me know. If anyone would like to go on the list please let me know, but you must be 
willing and able to collect swarms throughout the season, and know what to do with them. If you don’t 
want them yourself then we can always take them for the Div, or know a member who is willing to take 
them. This is not for those who want a swarm themselves, then not bother when they have satisfied their 
own needs. 

Now we are most of the way through the winter we can assume that providing bees have a laying queen 
and food they should make it. It is at this time of year that starvation is often a problem, so check. So far 
winter losses have not been quite as bad as the last couple of years despite the long periods of cold. In the 
last couple of years it has been difficult to determine the cause of some losses, but this year most I have 
seen are fairly clear. Those I have seen have largely been caused by:- 

 Granulated stores the bees couldn’t use. 

 Small colonies that simply can’t survive. Some have lost a large number of bees and this could be 
varroa related or perhaps nosema. 

 Failed queens 

In sorting out some old paperwork recently I came across my winter loss form for 1977-8 when I was a 
member of the Bee Farmers Association. I put 104 stocks into winter and lost 6. These being 3 small nucs I 
didn’t expect to survive, one very small colony carrying over an old breeder queen, one starvation from a 
swarm of Italians, and one starvation with plenty of granulated stores. In effect no full colonies. I don’t 
know what the weather was like, but it shows that the higher losses we get these days are unusual. 

There has been a lot of progress at the new apiary and I would like to thank the 14 members who have 
contributed. We have so far had six days with fairly small groups. These have been easier to manage than 
larger groups and everyone has done well. I would also like to thank those who have offered help but for 
whatever reason were unable to make the allotted dates. We haven’t quite finished yet and you may still 
get asked. We have cleared areas to create car parking, vehicular access, small area to park/turn for those 
helping at meetings, an area for meeting/storage, and of course somewhere to place colonies. We have 
done it without lighting one fire and the frith and wood has been stacked up or made into dead hedges to 
create wildlife habitats. The larger timber will be used for making charcoal. 

It was very difficult to handle the large number of attendees at scheduled meetings in 2009, and I am 
working on a way of dealing with it. At the moment it looks like having extra meetings to accommodate 
those new to beekeeping, so we can concentrate on those with bees at scheduled meetings. This has not 
yet been finalised, but details will be in the next newsletter, via email and on the website. Some of our 
activities are arranged at very short notice and you will only be notified by email or on the website, so 
please check regularly, say at least every 2-3 days. I’m afraid we are far too busy to write or phone, so if you 
haven’t internet/email access then please ask someone who is to contact you 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 3 of 12 

 

NOTICE OF 
 WISBOROUGH GREEN AGM 

 

18 MARCH 2010 
 

President: Mr Roger Patterson  

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore 

 

Hon  Secretary       Hon Treasurer 
 

John Glover       Mr Gordon Allan 
Fletchings Hollow      Stone House 
Vicarage Hill       High Street 
Loxwood       Petworth 
West Sussex        GU28 OAU 
RH14 ORG       Tel 01798 343470                 
Tel 01403 751899                                                                        
Email: glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com   Email: petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 
 
 

NOTICE  is given to all members of the Wisborough Green Division of West Sussex Beekeepers’ 
Association that the  Annual General Meeting is to be held in the meeting room of the Emmanuel 
Fellowship Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood on Thursday 18th March 2010, commencing at 7.30pm. 
It is hoped that as many Members as possible will attend to support the Association. 
 
 

AGENDA 
1. Apologies for Absence 
2. Minutes of the AGM, held at Loxwood on 19th March 2009 
3. Treasurer’s Report 
4. Chairman’s Report 
5. Proposal to grant Life Membership – Mr Andrew Shelley 
6. Election of Officers                                           

 
Present Holders:                                        Committee Members:                                       
President – Roger Patterson                                                           Rosanne Blacklock         Ray Noakes 
Chairman – Tom Moore                                                                   Mike Bunyan                  Karen Clemens 
Vice Chairman – Lesley Day                                                           Judy Knight                    Derek Ready 
Treasurer – Gordon Allan                                                                Chris Peach                      
Secretary – John Glover                                                                  Graham Wells     
 
The present officers are prepared to stand for re-election.                                                                                                   
 

7. To appoint the Accounts Scrutineer for 2010. 
8. Any Other Business 

mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com
mailto:petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
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Book Review 

 

The Beekeepers Garden. By Ted Hooper & Mike Taylor. 

As the majority of this book concentrates on plants Tom Moore will be reviewing that section 

Originally published in 1988 (under the title above, the book in our library) this title was superseded in 2006 
by an altered and revised version under the title ‘The Bee Friendly Garden’, and in this guise it claims to be a 
guide for gardeners looking for the best bee plants. 

The original book suffers from something of an identity crisis, being neither a beekeeping book, nor a 
gardening textbook, but trying to do a bit of each.  I feel these sections distract from the plant list, which 
makes up the bulk of the volume.  Roger will review the beekeeping section, which in the later publication 
has been moved from the front of the book to the back, with the illustrations removed. The contents of the 
book have been re-arranged and slightly revised to modernise the language, garden plans and a rather thin 
section on pruning has been removed, and it is now little more than a plant list, which I think it should have 
been in the first place.  For beekeeping the reader is referred to Ted Hooper’s ‘Bees and Honey’ which is, of 
course, a leading beekeeping textbook. 

The plant list is quite broad, but sadly lacks information on what exactly the benefit of any plant is to bees.  
Plants considered of most value are marked, but for the rest we just have to take it on trust that their 
inclusion means they are of some use to bees.  I got a feeling that the list has been padded out with minor 
plants in order to make up enough bulk to produce a book.  Descriptions have been altered very slightly for 
the 2006 version, but there does not seem to have been any attempt to include more recent cultivars and 
varieties, so to anyone with their finger on the pulse of modern plants it feels a rather dated list. 

Despite the reservations above, I should point out the value of the book.  It is a good check-list for any 
gardener thinking of adding plants to their garden.  Used as a basic source of inspiration, it will guide you 
towards suitable plants even if you then need to look out for more modern varieties that may be in garden 
centres.  Of course, a few plants to attract bees in your garden will not result in noticeable differences in 
honey crops, but every little bit helps, and what could be nicer than a garden buzzing with bees, as well as 
observing which plant they prefer at any one time.  The cost of the book is not high (I found it cheapest at 
W. H. Smith Online when I bought my copy) and it just might make your garden more interesting.  If you are 
borrowing the library copy of the original title, I suggest you ignore all the trimmings and just browse 
through the main plant list.  Good gardening! 

Tom 

The beekeeping content is only 14 pages and for obvious reasons is very shallow. It seemed to me to be 
primarily a garden plants book with the cynic in me thinking that Ted Hooper’s involvement was to make it 
attractive to beekeepers. The beekeeping content is sound, but will certainly not be used for reference. 
Presumably this is why it has been relegated to the back of the later version. 
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Book Review Continued …… 
 

Beekeeping for Dummies. By Howland Blackiston. 
 
Considering the title I was quite surprised at the content of this book. It is American with much of it irrelevant to 
beekeeping in the U.K. which is a pity, as I think it would be very useful for American beginner beekeepers with 
much sound and well explained information. If only there was a U.K. equivalent! 
 
I would not recommend it for use in the U.K. as it would teach a lot of things to a non beekeeper or beginner that 
could very easily lead them down the wrong track. 
 

. 

 

 

Bee Market and Auction – 24
th

 April 2010 

Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough 

 

We are looking for enthusiastic and willing VOLUNTEERS to help on the day.  
So if you can spare some time please contact the event coordinator, Graham 
Elliott at grahammt@tiscali.co.uk or 01403 752493. 
 
A regular feature of the Auction is the PLANT STALL organised by Sue 
Cooper. There is usually a wide range of plants available, and these come 
from a variety of donated sources. So, when you are taking cuttings, dividing 
plants, or transplanting seedlings, please remember the stall and keep some 
spares aside. Please contact Sue on 01798 870 461 for more details. 
 
And finally…....Audrey Gibson-Poole will be running a TOMBOLA for the 
benefit of the WSBKA exchequer.  Prize donations gratefully received, so dig 
out those unwanted Christmas gifts! 
 
As always, your support is greatly appreciated. 
Full details of the event are on the new West Sussex website at: - 
www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex  
 

 

mailto:grahammt@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex
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BDI Insurance  
 
 
You will all be aware that your basic membership subscription includes insurance against 
certain bee diseases for three colonies and that for a small extra premium, this cover can be 
extended to additional colonies.  
 
If you have more colonies than you have covered for insurance purposes, the cover will be null 
and void.  So insure for the number you think you will have. Don’t forget a swarm is classed as 
a colony.  
 
Insurance is only provided for colonies that are affected by notifiable diseases and that cause 
them to have to be destroyed by the Regional Bee Inspector.   These are the two foul brood 
diseases, the small hive beetle and tropilaelaps  More detailed information can be found at 
www.bbka.org.uk/articles/bdi.php   The insurance does not cover loss of colonies due to other 

conditions or causes.  
 

 

NOTE FROM YOUR REGIONAL BEE INSPECTOR 

 

I would be grateful if you would draw your members attention to the SBI vacancies 

that are being advertised in Beecraft etc. at the moment.  Any beekeeper interested 

in working as an inspector for the National Bee unit can contact me (details below), 

in the first instance, or download an application pack from: 

 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/fera/careers 

 

Closing date is 12th March 2010. 

 

 

Also you may already be aware of this but if not, attached is a recently published 

Postnote from the Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology that deals with 

the subject of Insect Pollination that, I think, your readers may find of interest.  

Please feel free to pass on this pdf or point readers to the link from which it may be 

downloaded: 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/documents/upload/postpn348.pdf 

 

Regards 

 

Alan Byham
 

 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/fera/careers
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/upload/postpn348.pdf
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 

 

 
 

FRAMES  -  (in kit form)     EACH 
  

DN1  for National brood chamber (also fit WBC) ………….…………      60p 
  

SN1  for National supers …………………………………………..……      60p 
  

Frame nails, small bag …………………………………………………     £1.00p 

 
 

FOUNDATION   
 

Unwired National super (For Cut Comb) …………………………………….      40p 
  

Wired National super ……………………………………...…………….      40p 

(Comes in drone cell or worker cell size – please specify which is required) 
  

Wired National brood …………………………………………..……….      70p 

 
 

SPACERS 
 

Narrow – Plastic Ends             10p each 
 

Metal Castellated Spacers in 9,10 and 11-slot (National Hive)   £ 1.80 per pair 

 
 

APIGUARD 
 

Single treatment sachets (two required for treatment of a full colony). £  2.10 
 

10 Sachet Pack        £20.00 

 

 

PLASTIC SYRINGE 

 

50ml, for application of oxalic acid and other treatments..... £1.25 

 
 

Prices correct at January 2009. 

 

Where possible please order ahead of apiary meetings so that your order can be put together ready 

for you, minimising disruption and delay on the day.  Order by email or telephone to Tom Moore, 

stone.house@btinternet.com  01798 343470. 

Payment by cash, or cheques made payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green. 

 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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Website www.wsbka.org.uk 
 

County News – March 2010 
 

If you wish to offer material for inclusion in future editions of “County News”, please contact 

John Glover at glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

 

Annual General Meeting 
 

The AGM of the Association will be held at Pulborough Village Hall on Wednesday 24th March 

commencing at 7.30pm. All members are invited to attend the meeting and a Notice is included 

at the foot of this newsletter. 

  

Intermediate Lectures 
 

The Intermediate programme starts with its first lecture this year on Wednesday 7th April.  As 

previously the lectures will be held in Pulborough Village Hall, and will start at 7.30pm. There is 

no charge to attend the Intermediate Lectures. 

 

Many of us are hoping to develop our Queen Rearing activities this year and to that end we 

have invited Terry Clare, one of the country’s leading authorities on the subject, to present an 

Intermediate Lecture on Queen Rearing.  This will cover various methods of queen rearing, and 

is aimed very much at beekeepers who wish to develop their skills and learn much more on the 

subject.   

 

Terry Clare is President of BIBBA (The Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association). Terry 

was first introduced to bees at 6 years old when he bought his first bee book.  He commenced 

beekeeping in 1969/70 after attending a beginners' course run by Ken Beevor.  

 

Subsequently he spent a year at Hadlow College, which included a period at the famous 

Kirkheim Bee Institute in Germany.  This resulted in a radical change in his beekeeping 

methods, which has been reinforced by extensive travel in European countries.  He is about to 

complete the BBKA's Senior Certificate.  He is still a bee farmer and is downsizing on his 100 

colonies, he sells honey, hive products, bee equipment and clothing, produces and sells queens 

and is the Convenor for a breeding group.  

 
In addition to all this Terry writes articles, lectures, runs workshops and courses in UK and 

Ireland.  He was a former office holder in his local Association, Conference Convenor for the 

National Honey Show and is a team member of the BBKA's Spring Convention.  He places great 

in importance on the native bee, bee improvement, breeding techniques, improved husbandry 

and education. 

 

We do hope you will come along, it promises to be an extremely interesting evening. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wsbka.org.uk/
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
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Beekeeper Survey Commissioned by Defra. 
 

Defra has commissioned a beekeeping study and the opinions and experiences of 

beekeepers is being sought, by means of an online survey which takes around 15 
minutes to complete. If you have not already contributed, but would like to do so, 

please visit  
http://www.peoplescienceandpolicy.com/beestudy/ 
 
 

 

Around the Divisions 

 
 
Chichester Division meet on 17th March at 7.30pm in the Bader Arms. A panel of 
experienced beekeepers will respond to “Any Questions”. Further information, contact 

John Stevens. – Email  john@stevensbees.co.uk 
 
 

Worthing Division will meet on 11th March at Ferring Village Hall, when Angela 
Pocock will speak on “The first spring inspection” and Neville Child on “The summer 

inspection”.  More information, contact Sarah Rose on 01903 262446 
 

  

BBKA SPRING CONVENTION 
 

This will take place at Stoneleigh between 16th – 18th April 2010. For full information, 

please see http://www.britishbee.org.uk/spring_convention.php 
 

 

Bees Abroad UK Ltd 
 

On 21st March 2010, Bees Abroad UK Ltd will be hosting a Welcome Day at the 
National Beekeeping Centre at Stoneleigh Park.  For the last 10 years Bees Abroad 

have been beavering away quietly in a very hands-on way with a variety of projects in 
developing countries.  They help to set up businesses and market honey as well as 
train beekeepers.  They also spend a lot of time raising funds for their projects.  All of 

this takes a lot of effort but Bees Abroad works on the principle that a shared load is a 
lighter load.  They need help in all areas of their work and are holding a Welcome Day 

for potential volunteers to come along, at no obligation, to learn more about Bees 
Abroad and its projects and to meet those involved and talk about sustainable 

beekeeping and how you can help in ways big and small. 
 
The one-day event will consist of seminars and discussions.  Topics will include: 

Creating a sustainable beekeeping project, the work they do at home and abroad.   
 

If you would like to participate, please complete and return the form below to Veronica 
Brown, by 14th March 2010 at the latest. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.peoplescienceandpolicy.com/beestudy/
mailto:ieem@compuserve.com
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Bees Abroad UK Ltd 

 

I wish to come to the Bees Abroad Welcome Day on 21st March 2010  
 

 
Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 
 

Tel No: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Email: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

 
 

Please mail to: Veronica Brown, Bees Abroad, PO Box 2058, Thornbury, Bristol. 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Page 11 of 12 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

President: Mrs Pauline Ford 
 

Chairman: Mr Roger Patterson 
 

 
Honorary Secretary      Honorary Treasurer 
John Glover        Mr David Coutts 
Tel 01403 751899                                                                      Tel 01903  78454 
Email: glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com  Email: davidleoco@btinternet.com 
 

 
Life Vice-Presidents:   Mr R Patterson and Mr R Noakes 

 
 

NOTICE  is given to all members of West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association that the 
37th Annual General Meeting is to be held in Pulborough Village Hall, Pulborough, 
on Wednesday 24th March 2010, commencing at 7.30pm. 
It is hoped that as many Members as possible will attend to support the  
Association. 

 
AGENDA 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 
2. Minutes of the AGM, held at Pulborough on 25th March 2009 
3. Treasurer’s Report 
4. Chairman’s Report 
5. Election of Officers 

 

Present Holders: 
President – Pauline Ford 

Chairman – Roger Patterson 
Treasurer – David Coutts 
Secretary – John Glover 

 

In accordance with the rules of the Association, it is necessary to elect a new 
Chairman and President, the present holders having served their full term. 
 

6. To amend Rule 16, which currently reads  “All capitation fees and levies 

to be collected by Divisions. Payment to WSBKA should be by 30 September 
based on the membership figures of the previous year” and replace with  
“WSBKA and BBKA levies to be collected by Divisions and forwarded to 
WSBKA Treasurer.  The amount and payment date to be notified by WSBKA 
Treasurer” 

7. To appoint the Accounts Scrutineer for 2010. 
8. Any Other Business 

 

 

 

 

mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com
mailto:davidleoco@btinternet.com
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Programme of Winter Events – Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel 
Spy Lane, Loxwood 
 

 
Thursday 18th March 2010 – AGM – followed by “A New Approach” – An illustrated talk 

by Roger Patterson 

 

Saturday 3rd April  2010 - Beginners & Improver Beekeeping Course 

 

 

 

 

 

Programme of Apiary Meetings 2010 

 

        Sat                    Wed 
 

Apr 10           Aug 28      Apr 21 

May 1         Sept 18          May 12 

May 22       Oct 16      June 2 

June 12    Nov 06         June 23 

July 3            July 14 

July 24           Aug 4 

Aug 14 


